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Lessons in science and humanity



Structure of presentation
We will overview Pierre’s very full life.

Our discussion will cover qualities salient at different points of his life.

Curiosity

Vision

Bravery

Empathy

Legacy



Curiosity



March 22, 1958

Pierre is born in Belgium.



The state of the world in 1958

Caption Cancer research laboratory. 
Researchers wearing protective garments and 
masks while working with laboratory equipment. 
Photographed in the USA, in the 1950s.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6em7cfyrPNM&t=465


Life as a student (1980 - 1994)

Path through school:

1. MSc in 1980
2. PhD in 1987 (seven year PhD, there is hope!)
3. Postdocs for another seven years (1987 - 1994)



First publication as a student





Publishing as a post-doc: entrance into p53



Publishing as a post-doc: entrance into p53



Vision



Making cancer research computational



1994 - 2011 : Development of IARC
How do you make a database?





Bravery



Facing the tobacco industry

How do you stand up to a 
multi-billion dollar industry?





Pierre publishes evidence of smoking/p53





The tobacco industry’s insiders
BAT established the “Scientific Research Group” to 
monitor research on p53 in the late 1980s.

BAT funded scientists across the globe and 
encouraged them not to mention support.



A coordinated effort by the 
tobacco industry



A coordinated effort by the 
tobacco industry



A coordinated effort by the 
tobacco industry



Pierre responds



Network of tobacco-funded scientists revealed



Empathy



The Gambia Hepatitis Intervention Study



The Gambia Hepatitis Intervention Study





A perfect meeting







Legacy



A prolific writer (2005 - 2018)



A prolific writer (2005 - 2018)



p53: Ariadne’s thread in the maze of cancer biology



Continued contributions
Validation of neoantigenic properties in 
LFS patients.





Personal stories

“The work you do, 

no one else can do, 

but we need the most.”




